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Footprints 

“He whispered, “My precious child, I love you and will never leave you, never, ever.  During your trials and       

testings, when you saw only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you.”  Footprints in the Sand            

~Author Unknown 

Just as the famous Footprints in the Sand poem indicates, God carries us through our most trying and difficult 

days.  His love and provisions know no bounds and He sweetly invites each of His children to walk with Him in   

caring for one another.  “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.  Matthew 25:40. That’s why we are thrilled to introduce to you our brand-new Footprints 

Sponsor Program.   

The Footprints Sponsor Program allows you to personally invest in the lives of others by providing for specific 

needs throughout a family’s interactions with Sav-A-Life Ministry.  Various levels allow the sponsor to choose how 

they wish to help.  Levels include provisions for First Steps, Baby Shower in a Bag, Baby Closet and Finding Grace 

Classes and Points Awards Items.  You can choose any number of levels to sponsor and/or multiples of one level.   

To learn more about the Footprints Sponsor Program, see the brochure included herein or visit our website at 

www.decaturpregnancy.com 

Sponsor a Sav-A-Life family and leave footprints of faith, hope and love on the lives of mothers, fathers and      

babies. 

Thank you West Hartselle Baptist Church! 
West Hartselle Baptist recently did their salad plate fundraiser for      
Sav-A-Life.  Their salad plate consist of a trio of all homemade     
salads, including chicken salad, pimento cheese, pasta salad, and 
your choice of strawberry or orange pretzel salad for dessert.     
Members of the church along with our director worked for several 
days prepping and making the salads and the day of the sale they 
delivered the plates that had been ordered.   This was a major      
undertaking that required many hands and feet to accomplish.  
This is something that they do to raise funds for different charities 
and needs in their community and we are so thankful to West 
Hartselle for choosing to do this for us!  They sold 500 plates which 
brought in a total of $3711.00 in profit for Sav-A-Life!   

                  ...Carla Humphries 

                     Our volunteer spotlight this quarter is on Carla.  Carla is a wonderful asset to Sav-A-Life.  She 

              is always willing to go the extra mile and do whatever needs to be done.  We 

are very thankful and blessed to have Carla on our team of wonderful       

volunteers!  Carla shares a little about her journey with Sav-A-Life...  

 ...I have been involved with Sav-A-Life close to 26 years now.  We moved                                                        

  to Decatur in 1989 and soon joined Central Park Baptist.  Our women’s 

group hosted a baby shower for Sav-A-Life and director Donna Smith shared 

about the ministry.  I was working at Champion Papers at the time and could 

not volunteer but kept the ministry in the back of my mind.  In 1991, I gave 

birth to Nathan and was able to stay home.  I remembered  Sav-A-Life and 

contacted Donna and began volunteering as a receptionist in 1992.  It was 

certainly one of the best decisions in my life.  I loved being home with my son 

but also loved being at the center and helping young mothers.  I saw the 

counselors in action and began praying about doing that also.  Well, as I was 

praying, the board decided to hire a receptionist, so if I wanted to continue to volunteer, I had to do so as a       

counselor/advocate.  I went through training and did so.  I counseled for a little while and took a year off when I had 

Sonja.  I came back and continued  counseling twice a month.  As the kids grew and were in school, I started praying 

about a part time job.  The very day I was going to apply with Decatur City schools, Donna called and offered me a 

part time job entering client info into our client database.  There was only one computer at the time and I would 

schedule with Donna and do the data entry in her office.  Every staff member has to be able to counsel, so I was able 

to continue counseling.  Over the years my job changed to include donor data entry, book keeping and putting     

together the monthly newsletter.  I worked part time until 2013 and came back to where I started, as a volunteer.  I 

have always felt called to this ministry.  Certainly, some days are very hard but God is in charge and helps us all 

through them.  One of my passions is the Save One program that we have offered since 2008.  Save One helps  

women heal from abortions and I have loved walking them through that and seeing God bring hope, peace and joy.  I 

have also loved meeting the many women who God has used in this ministry through the years.  I have worked with 

many Godly women who have mentored and encouraged me.  I truly love being here and seeing what God has done 

and what He is doing.  It has always been HIS ministry and I am so thankful for it!!                    

http://www.decaturpregnancy.com


The Washington Monument 

Facts about our Finding Grace Program… 

Our Finding Grace classes, also known as Earn While You Learn, are classes that we offer to all of our clients.  Our  

clients who are expecting can earn points by taking these classes to get their large baby items for free.  We offer a 

variety of classes to fit the different needs of our clients.  The new items that the clients can earn just by attending 

the classes and doing the work that is requested of them are a baby bed, mattress, high chair, car seat, pack ‘n play, 

stroller, baby swing, and diapers.   

Our most popular class is the Baby Care Workshop.  This class is for all expecting mothers.  It consist of lessons 

and activities that will teach the basics on baby care.  They also get to take a tour of the maternity floor at Parkway 

Hospital during the course of this class.  The baby’s father is also encouraged to attend this class.   

  We now offer two different Bible Study classes.  The first one is compiled of three Stonecroft Bible studies: “Who Is 

Jesus?”, “What Is God Like?”, and “Who Is The Holy Spirit?”.  Each of these studies are 6 weeks long and is open to 

any client and guest they may bring.  We also offer a Kay Arthur 40 Minute Bible Study.  This class is for those busy 

moms that are interested in learning more about the Bible, but have limited time.  This study is designed to be    

completed in six 40 minute lessons with no homework. 

Life’s Healing Choices:  Due to the sensitivity of this class it is for women only.  This course was written by John 

Baker, founder of Celebrate Recovery.  He took Rick Warren’s 8 biblical principals from a series of sermons called 

“The Road to Recovery” to create “Life’s Healing Choices”.  This eight week long class is designed to help people 

recover from past and present hurts, bad habits, and hang-ups.  It teaches how to make the healing choices needed 

to become more Christ like in character.   

Save One:   This class is an abortion recovery class.  While we don’t in any way condone abortion, we realize that 

the women that have made the choice to abort need love and healing.  This class offers help in regaining control of 

stray emotions, freedom from guilt, finding courage, renewal of the mind, and experiencing God’s grace.  This eight 

week class is characterized by a very high level of confidentiality.  We offer this class to anyone, you do not have to 

be a client of Sav-A-Life to attend this class. 

Financial :  We are currently teaching the Dave Ramsey course “Financial Peace”.  However, we are in the process 

of changing the course due to the rising cost of literature for the Dave Ramsey class.  The new class will continue to 

teach biblical and practical steps to help get rid of debt, learn how to manage their money and to spend and save 

wisely.  This is a nine week class and the father is encouraged to attend. 

For our newest class, Sav-A-Life is teaming up with WIOA/Launch to help young people between the ages of 16-24.  

This program helps with GED completion, career development, skill building, career counseling, and employment 

assistance.  The Launch programs mission is to increase the number of prepared qualified youth entering the work 

force of North Alabama. 

All of these classes are taught by some of our wonderful, dedicated volunteers.  We are working to start teaching 

some of these classes at our area churches or to partner with our churches that already offer these classes.  Our 

hope in doing this is that our clients will get involved in church.  We share the gospel with every client that comes in 

the center but once they leave the center we have no way of  nurturing the seeds that we sow.  Teaching these  

classes is one way that we are able to do that.  It is our hope that if we can get them to attend the classes at an    

actual church they are more likely to get involved in a church and further that relationship with Christ.  If your church 

offers any classes that you feel would benefit our clients and are willing to partner with Sav-A-Life to further our   

mission to see people get involved in our churches and to see people get saved we would love to talk with you.  Just 

give us a call at 256-355-3828. 

Congratulations Donnie & Carmen and Thank You! 

Donnie and Carmen Lowery recently celebrated their 7th Anniversary with a 

beautiful wedding ceremony.  Carmen explained that they were married at the 

courthouse and never had any type of formal ceremony for their friends and 

family to celebrate with them.  She stated that their parents were getting older 

and they decided now was a good time to have that ceremony.  Donnie had 

helped with some electrical work at the center through his employer,           

ICE Contractors.  It was during this time that he learned of the things that    

Sav-A-Life does for the community.  Carmen explained that they had          

everything that they needed and wanted to do something for others that were 

in need.  After discussing what to do instead of gifts for the Bride and Groom, 

Donnie & Carmen decided to help Sav-A-Life.  They asked their guests to 

make donations to Sav-A-Life in lieu of gifts for them.   

We want to take a minute to wish Donnie & Carmen many more happy years 

together and to say thank you for blessing  Sav-A-Life on your special day! 

A Legacy Like His…… 

In reflecting on the life of Billy Graham, America’s 

Pastor, the thing that most impressed me was His 

devout obedience to the Lord.  Billy Graham was a 

simple farm boy, yet he preached to an estimated 2.2 

billion people, broadcast a radio program for 66 

years, held a newspaper column, published 33 books 

and met with 13 US Presidents.  And that’s just 

scratching the surface of all he did.  But if you got 

right down to it, Billy Graham was just a man like 

you or me who made the choice to follow God’s call wholeheartedly.  Graham committed his 

life to serving God and spent his years sharing the gospel, helping others and standing up for 

the injustices of the world.  He never shied away from politically hot topics such as    abor-

tion or homosexuality, but he always shared the truth with love.   

Billy Graham has gone home to be with the Lord now, but his legacy lives on through the 

lives he touched and will continue to touch through the reach of his ministry which continues 

on in his name.  It may seem impossible to think that anyone else can have a legacy like his, 

but the truth is, every person who calls themselves Christian is called to live the same life.  

Now we may never preach to billions, publish books or newspaper articles or ever even stand 

in the same room as a U.S. President, BUT each and every follower of Christ is called to 

share the gospel, help others and stand up for the injustices of the world around them.  In 

this way, our legacy can be the same as that of Billy Graham, our walk might look different 

than his, but the legacy of a life of devout obedience can’t help but reach those around us.   

                                           ~Kimberly Vernetti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Billy Graham 

November 7, 1918 - February 21, 2018 


